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Sankieca.

REBORN in this Buddha-age at Savatthi in a family of very
eminent brahmins, his mother died just prior to Ms birth,
so that he was discovered nnburnt upon the funeral pyre.
For the life of a being in his last birth cannot perish ere
he attain arahantship, even if he fell down Mount Sineru.
At seven years of age, when he heard of his mother dying
at his birth, he was thrilled, and said, 'I will leave the
world.' So they brought him to Sariputta. And he won
arahantship even as his hair was being cut off. How he
offered his life to brigands to save 3,000 bhikkhus is told
in the Dhammapada Commentary.1

Now a certain layman, desiring to wait upon him, asked
him to dwell in the neighbourhood, saying:

What is the gain for thee, dear lad,2 to dwell
During the rains within the distant woods.
Like Ujjuhaaa, marshy, jungle-crowned ?
Sweeter for thee Yerambha, Cave of Winds,
Since they who meditate must dwell apart.3  (597)

1 Voi fi, pp. 240-252: the story of SanMcca the novice, and how
be oonrerted the highwaymen, explaining the circumstances of

, verse HO.  With Ms birth, <?/. Dabba, V., p. 10, n. 4.
, speaking to the boy as if he were his father, says Bhanmuu

3 Ujjnhiaa k said to have been either a hill covered with jungle
and abounding in waters, or a bird that dwelt in thickets during the
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